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Examination of Rev. E. W. Goopman’s 
Serman, preached at Mount Pleasa:t. 
(Continued from page 116.) 

Mr. Goodman advances to his second 


position, and says, 


“‘ In the second place, 1 shall show you that 
eternal punisiment is not inconststent with the 


goodness of God.” 
This is a very singular position indeed ; 
yet itis not more singular than the meth- 


od pursued to establish it. After showing, 


v7 


that “ goodness and justice’ harmonize 


with each other, he advances the fuilowing, 


** But if holiness has been shewn to require 
the eternal punishment of sin, surely it is clear, 
thet justice requires it, &c. Therefore while 
justice and goodness have just been shewn to 
harmonize with each other, and justice and ho- 
liness to requare the eternal punishment of sin, 
certainly goodness requires it also; else the 
attributes of God are divided against them- 


aeives,’’ 
The reader must plainly understand the 
Mr. G’s The rea- 


on he alleges why justice requires endless 


ya 
nature of 


argument. 


~ 


punishment, is, because holiness requires 
it; and the reason why goodness requires 
endless punishment, ts because holiness and 
You will remember that 
the great and only argument alleged in 
proof that holiness requires endless pun 

ishment, was predicated en the positions 
that “sin must beas infinite as the holiness 
itself,” or in other words, that the , nature 


of sin is as extensive as the holiness against 
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Now as this has 
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which it is committed.” 
been proved to be false, and perfectly in- 
consistent with scripture, the first link of 
his chain is broken, and of course the oth- 
er links suspended to it, are also conse- 
quently broken with the same touch of 


truth, 


Tenth or ten thousandth breaks the chain alilce. 4 


The reader doubtless perceives the san-_ 


dy foundation upon which Mr. G. has e- 


rected his tottering fabric ; yet we, will pa- 


« 


tiently attend to the sum of his arguments’ 
Uhey are seen in the following extract. 


‘* We love to see innocence protected, tho’ 
it may be at the expense of the happiness of 
that fellow creature, who committed the crime. 
We love the motive that impels to the, act of 
protecting the innocent, and we involantarily 
say, that was a good act ; or id other words, 
such an act indicates goodness of heart. 

If therefore, we can see a fitness and propri- 
ety in these attributes, as they so faintly appear 
in the lives and actions of men, shall we be 
blind to their excellence, when they appear’ in 
the government of God ? If aprinciple of good- 
ness be implanted in the heart of any one in 
this world of unfriendliness, to such a princi- 
ple, ought not that prince iple to be protected 
from the assaults of those enemies, who tyould 
gladly destroy it? It certainly had ; and we do 
not stop to inquire, by what means that princi- 
ple was implanted in the heart. If we bave a- 
ny regard to that which is good and virtaons, 

e are ready to defend it, and to condemn the 
condnct ofthose wh» do not the same. The 
principle that leads to actions of this kind wheth- 
er it proceeds from sanctified nature, or the 
fai nt resemblance that remained in our first pa- 

ents after the fall, to what they were in their 
primative state, we do not hesitate according to 
the common acceptation of the word, to proa- 
nonnce a good principle. Finding then j in man, 
as we certainly do, a propensity to premote his 
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own and the general good, what is the fair in- 
duction concerning the infinite source of all that 
is holy, justand good ? It is that he must and 
will protect, from the assaults of sin, all that 15 
in its nature truly good ; and that he does over- 
rule both good and evil, in such a manner, as 
shall ultimately result in the greatest good.”’ 


Ifthe reader will carefully examine th* 
above extract, he will discover that it es- 
tablishes exactly the reverse of what it was 
designed toestablish. It establishes be- 
yond contradiction the doctrine of univer- 
Mr. G. has 


clearly shown that “ the fair induction con- 


sal holiness and happiness. 


Perning the infinite source of all that is ho- 


ly just and good,” “is that he must and 
will protect from the assaults of sin, all 
There- 
fore if there be in man any thing that is 
truly good, that will be saved from the as- 


that is inits nature truly good.” 


saults of sin. Now, unless Mr. G. can 
prove, contrary from his previous conces- 
sions, thatthere is not in menkiod any 


” then 


thing which is * good and virtuous, 
his own argument proves univetsal salva- 
tion ; for all that “is good and virtuous” 
—all that is * truly good,’ God must and 
will protect from the assaults of sin.” 
Should Mr. G. be found to support tat all 
men are naturally, wholly and totally de- 
praved and destitute of any thing which is 
good and virtuous, of any thing which in 
its aature is truly good, it would follow 
according to the strict propriety of his ar- 
gument, that not any one ofall men will be 
saved from sin, or finally protected from 
For it God “ must 
and will protect, from the assaults of sin, 


the assaults of sia. 


all that is in its nature truly good,” then to 
reverse it, he will not protect from the as- 


saults of sin,any thing whichis not in its na-~ 
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ture truly good. Therefore, if mankind are 
naturally, wholly and totally depraved, 
destitute of any thing ** truly good,” not a- 
ny of them will be saved from sin,or finally 
protected from the ossaults of sin. But that 
Mr. G. has not involved himselfin the o- 
pinion which on his own ground would 
lead te universal and endless damnation, 


is plain from the following statements in 
the above extract, teaching that there is 
something in mankind truly good. Re- 
ferring to the attributes of Deity, he dis- 
tinctly supports, that “ these attributes” 
“ faintly appear in the lives and actions og 
men.” Now. these attributes could not 
faintly appear, it they did not msome de- 


gree actually exist. That the reader may 


| notbe mistaken by supposing that Mr. G., 


designed to imply that these attiibutes or 


* principles of goodness implanted in the 


| heart,’ do not * appear in the lives and ac- 


tious of men,” in their natural state, but 
are confined to the regenerate, and proceed 


only from sanctified nature, we point him 


to the following, “* The principle that leads 


| to actions of this kind, whether it procceds 
| , 
| from sanctified nature, or the faint resem- 


{ blance that remained in our first parents 


| after the fall, to what they were in their 


| primative state, we do not hesitate, accor- 
_dingto the common acceptation of the 
| word, to prenounce a good principle.” 
| Thus the principle that leads to actions of 
_ goodness, “ proceeds from the faint resem- 
| blancethat remained in cur first parents 


| after the fall ; and this principle Mr. G. 





b dots not hesitate to pronounce a good princt- 





= 


LT ae. 


oo 


Y Shei 











i a a 





i oe 


CANDID EXAMINER. 





123 
A SAT MRC 








ple. The amount of Mr. G’s argument is, 
that there is in mankind that which is wor- 

hy of being saved, or protected from the 
assaults of sin, and that God must and will 
accomplish this great and benevolent ob- 
ject. This is perfectly consistent with 
scripture, “ God sent not his son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved.” The 
world embraces all for whom the saviour 
died, and Paul said, that “ he tasted death 
According to Mr. G’s 
reasoning, which we think is good reason- 


for every man.” 


ing, God does not s:ve what is not in tts 
nature truly good, but “ protects from the 
assaults of sin, all that 1s in its nature truly 
good ;” therefore there must be in the 
world or in every man something good, or 
christ would not have been sent to save the 
world and to taste death for every man. 
Again, * behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” If 
there was not inman or the world that 
which is truly good—if the world was 
wholly and totally depraved, destitute of a- 
ny thing which is “good and virtuous,” then 
when the sin of the world is taken away, 
there will be nothing left. But Jesus came 
to “ save his people frem their sins,” which 
clearly teaches that there is something in 
his peeple besides sins, which he came to 
save from sins. Butif mankind or his 
people were nothing but sin, if they did not 
possess something truly geod, when they 
were saved from sins, what would be left ? 

Mr. G. concludes the above extract in 


the most beautiful manner. No universal- 


ist could have brought a conclusion more 


favorable to the doctrine of the final resti” 4 they live in temporal abasement, is abund- 








tution. His conclusionis, that God “* docs 
overrule beth good and evil, 1n such a man- 
ner, as shall ultimately result in the great- 
est good.” Now which is the greatest 
good, for a part of our fallen race to be end- 
lessly miserable, or for the whole to be sa- 
ved from sin and rendered holy and happy? 
The answer ofevery reasonable man, on 
this question, is one , which is, that the 
ereatest goo! which can be thought of, is 


Well 


God * does overrule both good and evil in 


the universal salvation of mankind. 


such a manner,as shall ultimately result in 


the greatest gooJ.” 


After Mr. G. has reasoned so well, his 
doctrine oblizes him to fall off from a course 


of sound reasoning. And from what he 


calls 


** The fact that the wicked often "prosper 
while the pious are left to pass through the 
werld in conditions of creat suffering and abase- 
ment,’’ he concludes * either that God is not 
just and good, or that there will be a future 
state of existence. consequent upon a day of 
general jodgment, when and where all apparent 
contradictions in his present mode of govern- 
ment will be properly adjusted.” &c. 


This objection has been frequently made 
We hearti- 


ly pray that those who are actuated by the 


and as frequently answered. 


spirit of this objection, and who appear to 
onvy the prosperity of the wicked, and an- 
ticipate a time when they shall reign io 
glory and behold these wicked whose lot 
they envied in this world in endless pain, 
might increase in true piety and grow in 
grace, till they enjoyed that inward peace 
and happiness of mind which would teach 


them that the happiness of the pious, tho’ 
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antly greater than that of the wicked tho’ 
they rollin prosperity and grandeur. De- 
ccived mortals, se little is their enjoyment 
of religion, that they envy the condition of 


the wicked on account of their temporal 
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1 ‘received every man a penty,” = they 
i ; 
! murmured against the good man of the Pe 
i ; 
| house, saying,—thou he st made them equal 
unto us, which have borne the Lurdcn and 
ucat of the dav.” Had those who had borne 
if 


prosperity, and think * that Ged is not 
just and gocd, or there will Le ‘a future 
state of existence” where thy will Le re 
warded for enduring the miscries of a reli- 
gious life, and the wicked punished for the 
happiness they evjoyed im sin. These are 
the dens which Mr. G. carries tn this part 
of his ercum nt, and to putthe subject to 
rest, he brings forth the fullowing pure 
corplaint of the pharisee. 


“ Sholl these who have blosphemed his name 
and trampled upen his werd and ordinances, 


ord and fies ordinances, and willingly submit- 

ing themselves to the reproach, the shame and 
disgrace of the world, that by so doing they 
micht glorify God, and finaily receive the crown 
of eternal life ? !s this consistent with the 
goodness of Gow?’ 


aod persecuted ihe pions thro’ all their lwes at 
last stand upoe an eu tab footing with those who 
“se epeacealty and hambly walked through 
li‘o. matatainiug the honor of his name, his 
Y 
' 


It as old as 


This 1s no new complaint. 
the first pharisee that ever existed, and 1s 
a twin sister to the saying, “ stand thou by 
for Tam holier than thou. This murmur: 
ing at the great, impartial and unmerited 
goodness of God for graciously pardoning 
the chief of sinners, and final!y, throug 
grace, placing them “npon an equal foot- 
ing” with those others who have borne the 
burden and heat of the day, is of a piece 
with that parisaical murmuring which our 
Saviour reproved in his parable of the la- 
borers in the vineyard. Because the last 


received as much as the first—because thev 
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the heat and burden of the dev, 


most ear- 
nestly prayed to the good man of the house, 
during their toil, that those idlers in the 
market place, mightreccive the same good 
which they expected, and then complained 
because their prayers were answered they 
would have betrayed the most profound 
hypocrisy. But this addition to inconsis- 
tency, was left to be added by modern pha- 

risees. Isitnota fact that those wh« 

murmur at the doctrine which teaches that 


eternal lite shall finaily be given toall,pray 





and to appearance devoutly for the salva- ‘7 
tion of those desperately wicked, and then ‘ 
complain bitterly at the idea that they wil! 
finally obtain this salvation and “ stand 
upon an equal footing’ with themselves ? 
This conduct puts on acomplete finish t 


the character of the perfect pharisce. 


{12 be continued.) 
BY E. FERRISS. 
An iqnuiry into the meaning of St. Pe- 
ter ist bapioties chap. iv. verse 6. 
* For, for this cause was the poaperne 


ch fateh to | em th: it are de: id, fhat th 
might be judged accordin ig to men in the 
flesh, wah live according to God in the §pi- 
rt.” 





In examining this paseage which I be- 
lieve to be written under divine influence, 


I shall be very precise, in attending to eve- fj 
ry part of it; and also to the relation it 

ears to what had been before said by the 
1oly apostle, both in this and the preceding 
chapter. For the nature of the subject 


should, in a great measure, determine the 
ine aning ofany author’s words, found in a 
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parucelar senten'e. And, | i would / gquentiy God weuld drown bim, together 

obserss, tat Se Peter bad beca speaking | wiviall the rest of the wicked world, was 

Of what tuc followers of Cortst, have to | olad tidings of good things? No, but not- 

Stitcr irc tig head of persectting men: | withstanding true, must have been very 

aud wlier ex oruag them to cubmisstonjhe | heavy heart-acktag news ; therefore noth- 

refers to what Cuvist, tie Capte { our | ing ike the good tings of a saviour, I 
salvation, had suffered fur sii, aud vo the | would also observe, that in the davs of No- 

it efficacy of his suffering, in the following | an, God called the people flesh.—Gen. 6. 3. 
b words. “ For Christ hath al | ** And the Lord, said, my spirit shall not 


$O, Once Sui- 
fered for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flush but quickened by the spi- 
rit. By which also, he went and preached 
to the spirits in prison ; which sometimes 
were disobedient, when once the long suf- 
fering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while che ark was a preparing, wherein few, 
that Is, cig@ souls, were saved by water.” 
As much as though the apostle bad) said. 
“ My brethron, Christ hath suffered, to 
bring us to God, who live in this age of 
the world, and not only so; but also as he 
was guickened by the spirit, the merits of 
his sufferings extends to those who died in 
disobedience, (by the flood in the days of 
Noah;)therefore he went by the power of his 
} 


’ 





. } = 1 1 
quickening spirit, and preached the gospel 
to (he unhappy spirits in prison ; “that they 


might be jad ed according to men in the 
flesh, but ive according to God in the spir- 
it.” ‘Vnis is briefly the sense of the Apos- 
the’s subject, in what I have adduced. 
However as I am aware that many differ 
from me in their views on this subject, of 
Christ gotag and preac hing to the antede- 
luvirns, I shall beg leave to labor this 
point, very minuicly. Some say, * As No- 
ai was u preacher of righteuosness,the apos- 
tle’s meaniag was, that Christ by the spirit, 
preached to the inhabitants of the old 
world by Noah.” Butl will presume to 
say that it never can be proved that Noah, 
although a preacher of righteousness, was 
in that a preacher of the gospel. ‘That he 
preached a law righteousness, I will not 
pretend to dispute ; and that by warning 
the people of that age, aganst their wicked 
: progress ; and perhaps foretold them of 
the deluge; that God wasabout to drowa 
fi that wicked world, &c. which was true e- 
nough ; therefore a righteous testimony, 
; But was that preaching the gospel : No 
for the gospelis glad tidings of yood things. 
But can we suppose thata revelauon to a 
man, thathe was very wicked, and conse- 








iiwavs strive,with man, for that he also 1s 


flesh.” But when Christ went and preach- 





ed to them by the quickening spirit, the 
inspired apostle informs us, they were spi- 
rits in prison, who had been disobedient in 
the days of Noah, while the ark was pre- 
paring. We also learn, from St. Peter’s 
eccount of that people, that the long suf- 
fering of God waited upon them all that 
time. Yes, truly we may conclude, that 
God suffered them not ouly to know that 
their vile conduct was offensive in the sight 
of heaven, but healso suffered them to be 
informed ofa coming judgmeat, upon them 
for their great wickedness : And yet they 
‘epeated not, but remained disobedient 
unio death, notwithstanding all that God 
for so long a time beforehand suffered them 
toknow ; which is properly called the jong 
sulfering of God, which waited in the days 
of Noah, while the ark was preparing. Sc. 
Peter then goes on to speak particularly of 
the condition of his temporary brethren in 
the faith, comparing their then present sit- 
uation, with that of the few souls preserv- 
edinthe ark. He next calls up their ar- 
tention, toa view of the different state and 
condition ef those who were disobedient 


| unbelievers in that day ef the apostles: — 


Seemingly with a view to compare their 
situation to that before mentioned of the 
disobedient Antedeluvians of Noah’s day. 
He then goes on to taform his bretarea, that 
these wicked people of their day, :nust yet 
give an account to him who preached to the 
spiritsin prison. In the following manner 
chap. 4, 5, 6. Wherein they think tt 
strange that ve run net with them to the 
same excess ol riot, speaking evil of you. 
Who shall give an account to him who is 
ready te judge the quick and the dead.”— 
And then in the 6th verse, he refers to what 
he had before said, ot Christ’s going and 
preaching to the spirtisn prisun. *or,for 
this cause was the gospel preached also to 
them thatare dead, that they might be judg- 
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ed according to men in the flesh, but live, 
according te God in the spirit.” 

In those three verses, the inspired apos- 
tle, first names the radical cause why Christ 
preached; second, what he preached ; 
third, to whom he preached ; fourthly, and 
lastly ; for what purpose or design he 
preached to those spirits. First, The cause 
he makes to be twofold, i.e. First, Christ’s 
being the real judge of both the quick and 
dead, or in other words (the living and the 
dead) Second, his being ready to execute 
his office ;: Which readiness pre-supposed 
him to be duly prepared for the work allot- 
ted him by infinite wisdom. For this 
cause, he preached to the spirits in prison, 
as this work belonged to his divine mis- 
sion, as well as to preach to the living, (or 
the quick.) Second, we are informed, that 
he preached the gospel to them that are 
dead. But what isthe gospel? Se. Paul 
says, “It is the power of God unto salva- 
tien; Then the power of God, unto the 


salvation of the spirits in prison, was prea- | 


ched to them, by the quickening spirit of 
Christ. “By which also, he went and 
preached to the spirits in prison.” Again, 
St. Paul informs us, that they who preach 
the gospel in sodoing, “* Publish glad ti 

dings of good things.” So that Christ in 
preaching the gospel to them that are dead, 
must have made known joyful tidings to 
the unhappy spirits in prison. But who 
were those spirits in prison? Ans. St. Pe- 
terinforms us, that they were those who 
were disobedient in the days of Noah.— 
And that the gospel was preached to them 
that were dead. 
us know the purpose and glorious design, 
God had in view, in Christ’s preaching the 
gospel to them, i. e. ** That they might be 
judged according to men 1n the flesh, but 
live according to God in the spirit.” Such 
was the purpose of him who says, * My 
purpose shall stand, and [ willdo ail my 
pleasure. 

But whatis meant by their being judged 
according to men in the flesh? Answer, as 
they had been men in the flesh, living in 
all manner of wickedness, even so after 
death, being spirits in prison, they must 
first be judged according to what kind of 
men they had been in the flesh,in order to 
save them from all their former sins in the 
flesh, i, e. they must see the whole nature 


Fourth and lastly, he lets | 
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of sin condemned, before they could suita- 
bly appreciate the worth of eternal salva- 
tion, soas to live according to God in the 
spirit. So that in that judgment, those 
spirits received a condemning knowledge 
of their sins, according to their aceds com- 
mitted in the bo’y or fiesh. Therefore, 
were first judged according to men in the 
flesh. Then, what is meant by living ac- 
codring to God in the spirit? Ans. to live 
godly in Christ Jesus, is living according 
to God. And to live soin the spirit, im- 
plies they were not men in the flesh, but in 
the spirit, as God is a spirit; tm which holy 
nature helives, even so, they also being 
made holy spirits, lived according to God 
inthe spirit. But first those spirits, in pri- 
son had to be judged according to what 
kind of men they had been while in the 
flesh ; by which undouDdtedly, they were 
lead to loathe, abhor and condemn sin, and 
to love holiness. 

Ques. What kind of a prison were those 
spirits in; before they were liberated -— 
Was it like a located, dark dungeon, a 
particular place of confinement ? 

Ans. I donotthink it is so to be under- 
stood ; but it refers to the stat: @° mind 
they were in; contracted, and .' at ip in 
their understanding, they were confined as 
to a knowledge of God and bis righteous- 
ness. A veil of spiritual darxness, inter- 
rupted their understanding, ual Christ 
brought life and immortalitv to their un- 
derstand-ing through the gospel, he prea- 
ched to them. 
gi, Ques. What time after the flood was the 
gospel preached to the spirits in prison, 
which had been disobedient while the ark 
was preparing ? 

Ans. It isimpossible for us at present, 
to precisely know. Some think it must be 
during the taree days, the body ot Christ 
lay inthetomb. But for my own part, I 
do not think this view of the subject, to be 
altogether certain. For we must acknowl- 
edge, that the same spirit operated before 
Christ was crucified, that has since that e- 
vent; by which many were converted 
through the merits of him who was to come 
and die for sin. Therefore, I conceive 
that the merits of Christ’s sufferings for sin, 
might, through the eternal spirit, revch the 
case of those spirits in prison, as well be- 
fore his death, as alter. 
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However, leaving this particular, let us | 
hear what some perhaps, notwithstanding 
all I have said, will still urge against my 
views, as already brought forward in this 
work. And if itis still coutended, that St. 
Peter’s meaning of Christ’s gomg and 
preaching to the spirits in prison, was_ that 
Christ went by the spirit in Noah. and 
preached before the flood to men imprison- 
ed in the flesh. Then suffer me to throw 
my arguments more into a syllagistical 
form, for the sake of further light. Now, | 
for the gospel to be preached by Christ, to 
any peuple, presupposes salvation possible 
for some of that people, at least through 
preaching. Therefore Christ did not, by 
the spirit in Nosh, nor in any of his family, 
preach the gospel to those who were drow- 
ned in the flood, for all remained in diso- 
bedience unto death. I will prove this 
propositionfurther. ‘The gospel was prea- 
ched to the spirits in prison, with a design, 
that they should live according to “od in 
the spirit, as has heen proved. But those 
antedeluvians died in disobedience, there- 
fore, did net se live ; hence, since no pur- 
pose of infinite wisdom ever fails, Christ 
did not preach to them be/ore, but after tae 
flood ; for if he had, they would have lived 
before the flood. Again, our Lord says, 
** My meatis to do the will of him that sem 
me, andto finish his work.” But if the 
holy Father sent his som to preach by the 
spirit in Noah to the inhabitants of the old 
world, for the express purpose that they 
should live, and yet nothwithstanding, they 
did not live then Christ in that instance, at 
least, failed, for it would appear that he 
neither did according to the purpose of the | 
Father’s will, nor finished his work. But | 
we read, “he shall not fail,” and again 
*‘ the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hands. Hence we may infer that the 
apostle did not mean to be understood, that 
Christ went before the flood, and preached | 
by the spirit in Noah. No for he says 
nothing about Noah’s preaching. 

If any should be so inconsistent, as to 
contend, that some were saved trom sin, 
while drowning, as being awakened to con- 
viction by the flood of waters, { would re- 
ply, St. Peter informs us that only eight 
souls were saved by water, and these we 


=. 


sin in death, why then it would seem, that 
all were saved from their sias by water, 
contrary to Peter’s testimony. 

However, as has been proved, Christ has 
been and preached the gospel to the spirits 
of those, which had been drowned in their 
sins in the days of Noah; and as the de- 
siga of him whanever fails, was that those, 
thus taught by his preaching should he 
both judged,and then live according to God 
in the spirit, we must infer that those 
spirits in prison, have already gone to 
judgment, and are now living according to 
Godlin the spirit, which supposes a state 
of holy and happy liberty in the spirit of 
gospel grace. 

Ques. Can we suppose those spirits re- 
alized faith and repentance in being judg- 
ed‘according to men in the flesh, or were 
they saved without those means? 


Ans. Faith and repentance according to 
St. Paul’s writings, are both gifts of God ; 
and agreeableto the whole tenor of the 
New Testament, are both conveyed to ev- 
ery recipientot those gifts, through the 
preaching of the gospel. Therefore as cer- 
tainly as Christ preached the gospel to 
those spirits, the gifts of faith and repen- 
tance attend his quickening word of divine 
power, especia.ly as we have already pro- 
ved by St. Peter’s testimony, that Christ, 
who never was to fail, preached the gospel 
to the spirits in prison, witha positive de- 
sign, that they should first be judged accor 
ding to men im the flesh, and next live ac- 
cording to God in the spirit. 


St. Peter has madea very obvious dis- 
tinction between the time, together with 
the circumstances attending when those 
spirits were in the flesh, and the after time 
when Christ preached the gospel to them. 

Then the long suffering of God waited 
uponthem. But in the latter case, Jesus 
Corist by the quickening spirit waited up- 
on them. 


In the former time an ark was preparing 
te save others, while God was designiag 
to destry the disubedient vy a flood of wa- 
ters. Butinthe latter time, Christ was 
preaching the gospel to those who jad beea 
disobedient uuto death, aud God was now 
designing to save them by that gospel, 








learn all survived the food,and no more. 


** Which is the power of God unto, saiva- 
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Avain, ia the former time, God for a 


suffered them to know by No- 
perhaos ‘other 


long season 
an’s building the ark, and 
vays, also, that a heavy judgent hung o- 
ver them, and would atlergth discharge all 
its liquid fury upon that ungodly race. 
But in their latter estate, God suffered the 
spirits, of the seme people, to know the 
a! sa vation chrough the gosvel by the 
word of Jesus Christ our Lord, (the bies- 
sed saviour of all men.) Therefore St. 
Peter says, when speaking on this subject, 
“ Christ es hay suffered once for sins, 
&e. but quick cened by the spirit. *By which 
also he went & preached unto the spirits in 
prison. Which sometimewere disobedient, 
vhea once the lon;  sufiering of God waited 
nthe davs of Neah,while the ark was a pre- 
paring? &c. “ fur, for this cause, was 
j alsotothem that are 

dc ids" (Aswelias to the living is here 
chee) that they m1; she be judged accor- 
Ciaxto en in the flesh, but live according 
to God in the spirit.” ‘For to this end 
Crrist dred, rose and revived, that he 
micht be Lord ef beth the dead and the li- 
ag.” Asts 5. 30, ~ 31. “The 
Gud of our lather raised up Jesus to be a 
repentance 


’ 
arener 
vety 


«1 F 2) ? 
THC gers; Ca prac te 


-rince anda savieur, te give 


ato Est ian od foréivencss of sins.” chap. 
$1. ~ ‘Then hath God alsoto the Gen- 
ti! ited repentance unto life.”? 4 Cor. 
15,19 “ ifin this life only we have hope 


“irtst we are of all men the most miser- 
think Tam abundantle able, whenever 

Ll upon for such purpose,to prove, that 

cse passages in the order they are quo- 
ted, are honestly arrar ged, and do posi- 
tively apply to our subject, and do mean 
what their present arrangement, in this 
lace seems teimpert.. Hewever I must 
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i ten toa close foy $a t Wresene DY Ovosere- 
ving as tollows. 


this work studied brevity and plainness of 


, more than a flowery cgenee of 


is to have St. Pe- 
s testimony rightly understood by the 
ndilreaders J have not it sought my oy n 
lor among men: had this been my 
Ore p idles 
| ‘ancem ent ofthe cause 
Ofc ath being all my aim in this work, I 
conceived to be 
st method for that purpose 
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My ruddy itttlce boy was s ted 
r “.8. of i? Se » aed 
And with the (tle of a sire 
‘ly ears expected to he creeled— 
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No father there the child desc i. *d : 
His head rec 
oF nodding, roll’d from side to side;-— 
Let this young regne be sent to bed” — 
Pies had not time fo say, 
Whea the poor urchin rais’d his head 
To beg that he might longer stay. 
Refue’d ; towards rest his steps he bent 
With tearful eye and aching heart 
But claim’d his playthings ere he went, 
And took up stairs his horse and cart. 
For new delay, thongh oft deny’d, 
He pleaded ;—wildly crav’d the boon : 
Though past his usual hour, he cried 
At being sent away so soon: 
Ifstern to him, his grief I sbar’d, 
(Unmov’d who bears his offspring weep ?) 
Of soothing him I half despair’d : 
When all his cares are lost in sleep, 
‘© Alas! poor infant!” f exclaim’d, 
‘* Thy father blushes now to scan, 
In all which he so lately blam’d 
The follies and the fears of man. 
The vain regret the anguish brief, 
Which thou bast known, sent np to bed, 
Pourtrays of man the idle grief, 
When doom’d to slumber with the dead. 
And more I thought—when up the stairs 
With * longing, lingering looks’ he crept, 
To mark of man, the childish cares, 
His playthings he carefully kept. 
Thus mortals on life’s later stage, 
When nature claims their forfe:t breath 
Still grasp at wealth, in pain and age, 
And cling to golden toys in death. 
’Tis morn! and see—my smiling boy 
Awake to hail returning light 
To fearless lanchter ! boundiess joy! 
Forgot the tears of yesternight ! 
Thus, shall not man forget his woe ? 
Survive of age and death the gloom! 
Smile at the cares he knew below ? 
And renovated burst the tomb ? 
O, my creator! when thy will 
Shall stretch this frame on earth’s 
Let that blest hope sustain me still, 
Till thought, sense mem’ry—all are fied. 
And grateful for what thou may’st give, 
No tear shall dim my fading eye, 
That “twas thy pleasure I should live- 
That tis thy mandate bids me die. 
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